This Week at Trinity

Sunday, December 30
Worship Service w/ - Sanctuary

8:15, 9:45 11:15 AM

Meals of Hope (crew 4) — Fireside Room 4:30 PM
Monday, December 31

Mom'’s prayer group — Prayer Chapel 10:30 AM
New Years Eve Service — Sanctuary 7:00 PM

Tuesday, January 1
Church Office Closed
Wednesday, January 2

Prayer Shawl group — Library 9:00 AM
Staff Meeting — Lounge 9:30 AM
Senior Pastors Lunch — Lounge 12:00 PM
Gods Players — Sanctuary 5:00 PM
Wednesday night supper - Fellowship Hall 5:00 PM
Youth Education Commission — Library 5:30 PM
Cherub Choir — Downstairs Chapel 5:30 PM
God'’s Singers — Room 300 5:30 PM
Shine & Splash — AV Room & Room 300 6:15 PM
God'’s Puppets — Downstairs Chapel 6:15 PM
Senior Choir — Balcony 6:30 PM
Adult Education — Lounge 6:30 PM
Wednesday Night Live — AV Room 7:00 PM
Thursday, January 3

Caregiving Commission — Library 4:30 PM
Faithfully Fit - Fellowship Hall 5:15 PM
Angelus Bells - Fireside Room 5:45 PM
Youth Ministry Commission 6:00 PM
Bellievers - Fireside Room 6:30 PM
New members class — Lounge 6:30 PM
AA Meeting — Room 113 6:30 PM
Friday, January 4

Lectionary Study — Room 113 10:00 AM
TLC play group — Nursery 10:00 AM
Saturday, January 5

Gamblers Anonymous — Room 113 9:00 AM
Quit Smoking — Room 113 10:30 AM
Worship Service w/ communion — Sanctuary 5:00 PM

Sunday, January 6
Worship Service — Sanctuary w/communion

8:15, 9:45 11:15 AM

Sunday School Classes 8:15 & 9:45 AM
Adult Forum - Fireside Room 9:45 AM
Jr. High Leadership Meeting - Fellowship Hall 3:30 PM
Meals of Hope (crew 1) — Fireside Room 4:30 PM

The Trinity Church office — Will be closed on Tuesday, January 1, New
Year's Day. Happy New Year !

SHARING THE PEACE IN A HEALTHY WAY - As we head into this season of
colds and flu, | would just like to remind us all that when it comes time to Share the
Peace, we can do this without actually shaking hands. It is just as effective to Share
the Peace verbally. And remember, it is always better to cover your coughs and
sneezes with your arm into your elbow instead of your hands. Peace and Health be
with you!

Reminder to Commission and Group Chairs---
2007 Annual Reports Are Due Wednesday, January 2, 2008!

Educational and Enrichment Opportunities

Sunday Morning Adult Education
Open to people of all ages, we encourage you to join us for a morning you
won't soon forget. The forums are held downstairs in the Fireside Room.
January 6 — “State of the Church Address”Presented by Pastor John
Lestock & Trinity Council Members — Where have we been in 2007? Where
are we now, and where are we headed as a congregation? Join us as Pastor
John and members of our Church Council share the “State of the Church”
address. Come and celebrate some of our successes and gains.
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SENIOR ADULT LUNCHEON COMING SOON! — Senior adult

friends please plan to join us for another time of food, friendship, o —
faith and a look at what's coming to Trinity in this new year. {
Members of our staff and church council will be on hand for our et = N
luncheon on Monday, January 14 at 12:00 Noon. The cost will OESW%WS’
be $7.00 and you can sign up in the church office in advance. HLounClreon

Don’t miss the fun!

LENTEN DEVOTIONAL WRITERS NEEDED. — With Lent beginning the #

first week of February, we’re already beginning to make plans for ra
our Lenten season. We're looking for volunteers (Men, women
and youth) to do some writing for our annual devotional ™%
booklet. If you would be interested in helping out, please contact %
Pastor John at 451-4520. Thanks! (Devotions will need to be into
the church office by the first week of January.)

The Dietrich Bonhoeffer _Story — Join Pastor John for this four-week
series on one of the greatest Christians of the 20" Century. The inspiring
story of this brilliant and brave Lutheran will be shared through video and
actual reading of his writings. Everyone should know the story Bonhoeffers
witness of faith. Don’t miss it!

Famous Followers- Altered Apostles — Jesus@lisciples and friends had a
wide variety of personalities, from the all action leader, Peter, to the vocal
skeptic, Thomas, to the hot-tempered brothers, James and John. Each with
their different backgrounds and personalities, they all followed Jesus. Join
us in a 4-week series as we talk about the people that experienced the
human Jesus, their similarities, their differences and how their lives
changed. Meeting Jesus changes lives- the lives of unknowing disciples,
and the lives of you and me.

Experiencing God, Knowing and Doing the Will of God — 12 week winter
Bible study starting Monday, January 14 from 6:30 to 7:45 PM. Cost for the
workbook is $21.00. Please register for the study in the church office as soon
as you can so that we can have the workbooks available for you at the first
session on January 14. Also on the sign up sheet, note if you are interested in
being a small group leader. Any questions contact Judith Peterson.

Notice of Trinity’s Annual Meeting — February 3, 2008
Notice is hereby given of the Annual Meeting of Trinity Lutheran Church, which
is set by constitution for the first Sunday afternoon of February. The meeting
will be held on February 3 at 1:00 p.m. in the church Fellowship Hall. In
connection with this, all chairpersons of commissions and organizations are
asked to submit your reports to the church office NO LATER THAN

- WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 2 so they can be prepared for the Annual

Report booklet.

Welcome to Trinity Lutheran Church! If this is your first time
here, there are some things we want you to know:

Relax. You're not the only visitor among us. We don’t expect you to stand
up and introduce yourself, or anything that makes you uncomfortable. We
just want you to feel welcome here.

Please_mute your cell phones or pagers in consideration of others
worshipping with you.

If vou have restless children, we have some _guiet activities for them
(activity bags, books, children’s bulletins, etc.) These are in back with
the ushers. We love to have children in worship! Thanks for bringing
them. (If they do get too loud, please don't hesitate to use the nursery —
ushers can direct you.)

Help us keep worship special - Kids and adults...please help us keep the
sanctuary special for worship. Please don't bring coffee and juice cups,
donuts or pop cans into worship with you. Thanks for your co-operation
and help with this!

Large print hymnals — Copies of large print hymnals are available for
those who would like one. Please check with the ushers.

Please fill out the red friendship book passed during the service.
We'd like to know who is worshipping with us, and where you're from. If
you'd like more information on Trinity, or would like a visit, please let us
know.

Join us for coffee & donuts after the 8:15 & 9:45 services (in the
lounge.) We'd like to meet you, & this is a good chance to make some new
friends.

Our pastors are: John Lestock, Dean Smith, Julie Malone & intern pastor
Elizabeth Hoium. If they don’t introduce themselves to you, please
introduce yourself to one of them.

End of the year gift?...We are currently close to $11,175 behind in our budget.
Can you help with a special gift to see that we end the year “in the black’?
(Please don't designate your gift to a special area.) We appreciate your
thoughtfulness, generosity and commitment to Trinity. Thanks !

New Year's Eve Service — Monday, December 31, 7:00 PM — We will begin
the New Year with a brief and informal service on Monday, December 31% at
7:00 PM in our candlelit sanctuary. Special music will be provided by God’s
Singers. Bring your family and friends and join us for a glass of punch and
some pastry as we toast the New Year in the church lounge afterwards.

Thanks for your help with One : 1 : One! — We want to thank all our Trinity
friends who were a part of our “video shoot” for our prayer emphasis in advent.
We appreciate: Hannah Meyer, Jerry White, Amy Baker, Carson Spitzack, Jodi
Dekam, Cal Paulson, Elena Dant, John lhlenfeld, Eileen Sampson as well as
our pastors. Even though advent is behind us now it's still possible for each of
us to continue praying: For one person, for one minute, at one o’clock!

Youth Led Worship — Our senior high age young people will be leading us in
worship next Saturday & Sunday, January 5 & 6 at all of our weekend services.
Please be sure to be here for some strong witnesses of faith as we hear from
this new generation of believers! These young men and women have a lot to
share with us and it will be an inspiring time.

State of the Church Address Next Sunday — Pastor John and our church
council will be on hand Jan. 6 for the adult forum at 9:45 PM. Their will be some
inspirations, challenges & fun. Join us as we celebrate a great year here at
Trinity! (We'll be in the Fireside Room)




You Can Help

Food Shelf Iltem for the Month — January — Soups.
Bring items during the month & place them in the bin in the narthex. Thanks for
your support of the Steele County Food Shelf!

Cable TV Broadcast of Sunday Services — Trinity's Sunday services
broadcast on Cable channel 8 the following times during the week: Monday at
10 AM, Wednesday at 6 PM and the following Sunday at 11 AM.

Save your _cans! — As you celebrate the holidays this year,
please save your aluminum cans and bring them to church with
you. They go to the fenced in area by the storage sheds on the
east side of the parking lot (near the intern pastor's house).
This past year, we collected more than $1600 from recycling.
It can be so much more with your contributions! Thank you for
being part of this great ministry of stewardship!

Trinity Bus is Available for Services — The Trinity bus is available for the 5:00
service on Saturday evening and for the 9:45 service on Sunday. Call Avis Von
Ruden at 451-1027 before 12:00 Noon on Saturday if you'd like a ride to one of
these services.

Reminder to Trinity’s “Snowbirds” — For any of you who “go
south” during the winter months, we can still have your
Messenger delivered to you. Just call the church office (451-4520),
and give us your winter address, along with the date you will be
leaving and the date you expect to return. Enjoy your time in the sun, and once
in a while think of us back here fighting the wind-chill and blizzards!!

Caring for OQur Trinity Family — If you or a loved one would like a visit from
one of the Pastors or the Parish Nurse, whether it is at home or while in the
hospital, please call and let us know. Due to the privacy regulations, hospitals
may not freely provide information about your admission. That means we do
not get a call from the hospital or health care facility when you are admitted. If
you would like a visit, please be sure to call and leave a message with one of
us, or call the church office at 451-4520.

Announcements, Notes and Letters — Please note...if you're dropping
something off for the Messenger, weekly bulletin, or for a staff person, be
sure to include your name and phone number. Anonymous announcements,
notes or letters will not be printed (or read) at Trinity. Please write things
carefully, including all necessary information. Thanks for your help and
courtesy.

Helping Hands Ministry — The Helping Hands Ministry is ready to help
congregation members with handyman type jobs that need to be done around
the home, such as minor repairs, changing hard to reach light bulbs, furnace
filters, filling water softener salt, etc. We can always use more volunteers to
help in this important ministry. Please call Evie Hershberger at 451-6091 if you
would like to volunteer or if you have a job that needs to be done!

P - — m—m P e - — - _

Printed Announcements — Please have all bulletin announcements &
information for the coming weekend’s bulletin turned into the office by noon on
Tuesday, and all articles for the upcoming monthly Messenger turned in by the
10™ of the month. Articles should be submitted in written or typed form or
electronically. Please include your name and phone number with all
submissions.
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Lay Volunteer Reminders for January 5 & 6
Readers — Youth.

Nursery: 8:15 — Nanci Emmans, Anna Henrickson; 9:45 — Kathy Oland,
Bonnie Neuman, Chelsy Nordland; 11:15 — Cheryl & Kelsey Deason,
Michaela Gerry.

Greeters: 8:15 — Jim & Judy Harlicker, Evelyn Hershberger;
9:45 — Helen Jacobson, Patti & Ryan Keller; 11:15 — Bob & Marlys Stark,
Steve & Ruth Weigt.

Prayer Team: 5:00 — LeElla Mjoen; 8:15 — Melda Bang;
9:45 — Mark Woodrich; 11:15 — Lee & Dee Anderson.

Communion: 5:00 — Jerry & Judy Qualley, Jane Starman; 8:15 — Vicki Miller,
Kathy Duffus, Dianne Johnson, Mary Ann Honeycutt, Keith & Jane Bangs;

9:45 — Jan Boe, Gregg Draeger, Brian & Robin Schmidt, Cheryl & Steve
Erdman; 11:15 — Dave & Kathy Chatelaine, Chuck & Nancy Newgard, Marla &
Larry Kunkel

Trinity’s Attendance & Worship Numbers

Date & Time Attendance
December 23 YTD Offering 2007
5:00 PM 110 $1,290,469
8:15 AM 210
9:45 AM 313 YTD Budget 2007
11:15 AM 256 $1,301,644
TOTAL 889

Number of households contributing through
“Simply Giving” at the beginning of “What you Give Away”
Was- 175 Now - 229

Attendance for the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services
December 24, 3:00...... 765 December 25, 10:00........ 310

5:00...... 330
9:00...... 459
11:00...... 221

5:00 — 6:15 PM in Fellowship Hall
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February Messenger articles are needed by Thursday, January 10!

Daily Texts 2008 Available Now! Only a Few Left!
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies
never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is
your faithfulness. Lamentations 3:22-23. The Daily Texts is
the world® most widely used devotional guide. Every day
when we listen to our Lord speak to us through the Daily
Texts, we are renewed in God® |steadfast love. These verses
bathe us in God® mercies which are new every morning and
help us come alive to the power of Christ at work in us every
day!
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Wednesday night High School LIVE: LIVE worship is at 7 PM this week in
the AV room, with small groups happening until 9 PM. Bring a friend! See you
there!

Youth-Led Worship Services: High School youth are privileged to lead all the
worship services on January 5 & 6. Please come & support each other!

Lenten Supper sign-up: The Lenten Supper fund-raiser is happening in
February. If you are headed on a summer 2008 mission trip, you can work at
this fund-raiser. Sign-up sheets will be in the youth hallway on Sunday;
January 13.

Snow-Tubing Trip: Monday; January 21 from 8 AM — 3 PM at Mount Kato.
Cost is $25 (tubing, travel & lunch). Spots are limited, sign-up now. See Kris to
sign-up.

Wednesday night Jr. High LIVE: Wednesday Night Live will start back up
on Wednesday, January 2 beginning at 7:00 PM in the AV Room, and then
down to the Fellowship Hall until 9:00 PM. Please feel free to contact Mike if
you have any questions.

December 30 - Jr. High Leadership Team — date change: sees below.

Jr. High Leadership Team NEEDS YOU!!! Anyone in 7" or 8" grade who is
interested in growing as a person, a Christian, or a leader is encouraged to
attend our first meeting of the year on Sunday January 6" from 3:30 to 5:30
PM in the Lounge. Please feel free to contact Mike if you have any questions.
Our Summer Trip — sign up deadline has passed and it is time for our teams to
mix & mingle! Jr. High Mississippi Mission Team will meet at 6:30 PM on
Sunday January 13 (note change of date from messenger) in the Fellowship
Hall. Parents are welcome to attend this first meeting (optional) but all youth
participants do not have the option. Don’t worry parents; you will have other
chances as summer gets closer. Please feel free to contact Mike Odegaard if
you have any questions.

All 3" thru 12" graders are invited to join Sheri Berg, Kris Oppegard, and
Mike Odegaard for a fun day of snow tubing at Mount Kato on January
21from 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM. Meet at TLC, get on the bus, and enjoy your day
of fun with your friends. We will spend the morning tubing and break for lunch
in the warming house. Shortly after we feast we will jump back on the bus and
head home. This event is only $25.00 (which covers travel, tubing, and lunch
too). What a great new TLC tradition so hurry and sign up today with Kris, Mike
or Sheri.

There will be no Sunday School — on Sunday, December 30

Our RE Classes — will not be meeting on Tuesday January 1. Classes will
begin again on Tuesday, January 8.

Snow Tubing for all 3" thru 12" grades — (see the Jr.High paragraph above.)
January 21 from 8:00 AM — 3:00 PM.

BS in the AM — Junior High and High School students are welcome to gather in
Pastor Dean’s office every Monday morning before school for discussion about
faith, life, and Jesus.

Mentors and students — be watching for our next activity January 6. We will
be bowling at South Park Bowling Lanes! $9 will cover 2 games, shoe rental &
pizza. A couple of dates to add to your calendar would be February 10" Bible
Trivia at Custom Coffee & March 9" Service Projects with Steele County
Organizations. If you have any questions call Jennifer Schlobohm at 334-2447

or Sheri Berg at 451-4520.
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