This Week at Trinity

Sunday, December 23
Worship Service - Sanctuary

8:15, 9:45 11:15 AM

Sunday School Classes 8:15 & 9:45 AM
Adult Forum - Fireside Room 9:45 AM
Meals of Hope (crew 2) — Fireside Room 4:30 PM
Monday, December 24

Christmas Eve Family Blessing Service — Sanctuary 3:00 PM
Christmas Eve Family Blessing Service — Sanctuary 5:00 PM
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service — Sanctuary 9:00 PM
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service — Sanctuary 11:00 PM
Tuesday, December 25

Christmas Day Festival Worship w/Holy Communion 10:00 AM
Wednesday, December 26

Thursday, December 27

Faithfully Fit - Fellowship Hall 5:15 PM
AA Meeting — Room 113 6:30 PM
Friday, December 28

Lectionary Study — Room 113 10:00 AM
Saturday, December 29

Worship Service w/ communion — Sanctuary 5:00 PM

Sunday, December 30
Worship Service - Sanctuary 8:15, 9:45 11:15 AM
Meals of Hope (crew 3) — Fireside Room 4:30 PM

The Trinity Church office — Will be closed on Monday afternoon,
December 24 and Tuesday, December 25 for the Christmas Holiday.

Trinity Church Nursery — The Church nursery will be open for use during
holiday services but will not be staffed. Our nursery volunteers will be
worshiping with their families.
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Educational and Enrichment Opportunities

Sunday Morning Adult Education

Open to people of all ages, we encourage you to join us for a morning you
won't soon forget. The forums are held downstairs in the Fireside Room.
December 23 — Join Tami and Mike Ferch for our annual Christmas program
full of music, Christmas carols, and fun!

January 6 — " State of the Church Address”

Presented by Pastor John Lestock & Trinity Council Members Where have we
been in 2007? Where are we now, and where are we headed as a
congregation? Join us as Pastor John and members of our Church Council
share the “State of the Church” address. Come and celebrate some of our
successes and gains.

SENIOR ADULT LUNCHEON COMING SOON! — Senior adult
friends please plan to join us for another time of food,
friendship, faith and a look at what's coming to Trinity in this
new year. Members of our staff and church council will be on
hand for our luncheon on Monday, January 14 at 12:00 Noon.
The cost will be $7.00 and you can sign up in the church office
in advance. Don’t miss the fun!

LENTEN DEVOTIONAL WRITERS NEEDED. — With Lent beginning y

the first week of February we're already beginning to make V4
plans for our Lenten season. We're looking for volunteers
(Men, women and youth) to do some writing for our annual
devotional booklet. If you would be interested in helping out, please
contact Pastor John at 451-4520. Thanks! (Devotions will need to be
into the church office by the first week of January.)

Epiphany Forums 2008 January 9, 16, 23, and 30 at 6:30 PM

The Dietrich Bonhoeffer Story — Join Pastor John for this four-week series on
one of the greatest Christians of the 20" Century. The inspiring story of this
brilliant and brave Lutheran will be shared through video and actual reading of
his writings. Everyone should know the story of Bonhoeffer's witness of faith.
Don’'t miss it!

Famous Followers — Altered Apostles — Jesus@lisciples and friends had a
wide variety of personalities, from the all action leader, Peter, to the vocal
skeptic, Thomas, to the hot-tempered brothers, James and John. Each with
their different backgrounds and personalities, they all followed Jesus. Join us in
a 4-week series as we talk about the people that experienced the human
Jesus, their similarities, their differences and how their lives changed. Meeting
Jesus changes lives — the lives of unknowing disciples, and the lives of you and
me. Led by Intern Pastor Elizabeth Hoium.

Experiencing God, Knowing and Doing the Will of God — 12 week winter
Bible study starting Monday, January 14 from 6:30 to 7:45 PM. Cost for the
workbook is $21.00. Please register for the study in the church office as soon
as you can so that we can have the workbooks available for you at the first
session on January 14. Also on the sign up sheet, note if you are interested in
being a small group leader. Any questions contact Judith Peterson.

Welcome to Trinity Lutheran Church! If this is your first time
here, there are some things we want you to know:

Relax. You're not the only visitor among us. We don’t expect you to stand up
and introduce yourself, or anything that makes you uncomfortable. We just
want you to feel welcome here.

Please _mute vyour cell phones or pagers in consideration of others
worshipping with you.

If you have restless children, we have some quiet activities for them
(activity bags, books, children’s bulletins, etc.) These are in back with the
ushers. We love to have children in worship! Thanks for bringing them. (If
they do get too loud, please don't hesitate to use the nursery — ushers can
direct you.)

Help us keep worship special - Kids and adults...please help us keep the
sanctuary special for worship. Please don’t bring coffee and juice cups, donuts
or pop cans into worship with you. Thanks for your co-operation and help with
this!

Large print hymnals — Copies of large print hymnals are available for those
who would like one. Please check with the ushers.

Please fill out the red friendship book passed during the service. We'd
like to know who is worshipping with us, and where you're from. If you'd like
more information on Trinity, or would like a visit, please let us know.

Join us for coffee & donuts after the 8:15 & 9:45 services (in the lounge.)
We'd like to meet you, & this is a good chance to make some new friends.

Our pastors are: John Lestock, Dean Smith, Julie Malone & intern pastor
Elizabeth Hoium. If they don’t introduce themselves to you, please introduce
yourself to one of them.

ONE : 1: ONE
Please join us in these days of Advent as we join together with other Christians
all around our community. We are asked to pray faithfully each day for: One
person, at One O’clock, for One Minute. It's a simple commitment that will have
huge and eternal affects on the lives of people we care about. Just think of the
power of all these prayers. One: 1: One.

Healing Services December 29 & 30, 2007 —Our sin can have physical,
mental and spiritual side effects that can cause great suffering. When people
trust God and each other to communicate their brokenness, healing can begin
to happen. Please join us for our Healing Services during our regular weekend
worship times in the sanctuary. Intern Pastor Elizabeth Hoium will give the
message and we will join together in prayer and ritual for forgiveness,
unburdening, and anointing.

New Year's Eve Service — Monday, December 31, 7:00 PM — We will begin
the New Year with a brief and informal service on Monday, December 31% at
7:00 PM in our candlelit sanctuary. Special music will be provided by God’s
Singers. Bring your family and friends and join us for a glass of punch and
some pastry as we toast the New Year in the church lounge afterwards.

End of the year gift?...We are currently close to $35,000 behind in our budget.
This is not an insurmountable amount, but it will take a generous team effort to
close this gap. Can you help with a special gift to see that we end the year “in
the black™? (Please don’t designate your gift to a special area.) We appreciate
your thoughtfulness, generosity and commitment to Trinity. Thanks !

You Can Help

Food Shelf Item of the Month — December — Toiletries




Bring items during the month & place them in the bin in the narthex. Thanks for
your support of the Steele County Food Shelf!

SOS Volunteers Needed — We are looking for men and women interested in
being a SOS = “Sunday Office Sub”. SOS does not require a big time
commitment and basic duties are answering the phone, collecting money &
names for special events, etc. For more information please call Julie Kath at
451-8774.

Cable TV Broadcast of Sunday Services — Trinity's Sunday services
broadcast on Cable channel 8 the following times during the week: Monday at
10 AM, Wednesday at 6 PM and the following Sunday at 11 AM.

Save your cans! — As you celebrate the holidays this year,
please save your aluminum cans and bring them to church with
you. They go to the fenced in area by the storage sheds on the
east side of the parking lot (near the intern pastor's house).
This past year, we collected more than $1600 from recycling.
It can be so much more with your contributions! Thank you for
being part of this great ministry of stewardship!

Trinity Bus is Available for Services — The Trinity bus is available for the 5:00
service on Saturday evening and for the 9:45 service on Sunday. Call Avis Von
Ruden at 451-1027 before 12:00 Noon on Saturday if you'd like a ride to one of
these services.

Reminder to Trinity’s “Snowbirds” — For any of you who “go
south” during the winter months, we can still have your
Messenger delivered to you. Just call the church office (451-4520),
and give us your winter address, along with the date you will be
leaving and the date you expect to return. Enjoy your time in the sun, and once
in a while think of us back here fighting the wind-chill and blizzards!!

SHARING THE PEACE IN A HEALTHY WAY
As we head into this season of colds and flu, | would just like to remind us all
that when it comes time to Share the Peace, we can do this without actually
shaking hands. It is just as effective to Share the Peace verbally or by touching
shoulders or arms. Please feel free to use these methods instead. And
remember, it is always better to cover your coughs and sneezes with your arm
into your elbow instead of your hands. Peace and Health be with you!

Printed Announcements — Please have all bulletin announcements & information !
for the coming weekend’s bulletin turned into the office by noon on Tuesday, and |
all articles for the upcoming monthly Messenger turned in by the 10™ of the i

|

month. Articles should be submitted in written or typed form or electronically.
Please include your name and phone number with all submissions.

Lynn Oien, our Member Communication Secretary, is leaving her position in
February. We are saddened to see her leave and wish her well. We are now
in need of a full-time member communication secretary. Applications may be
picked up in the church office.

Rita Marks is retiring as our receptionist/secretary. We are saddened to
see her leave, but excited for her opportunity to travel with her husband, Brad.
We are now in need of a full-time person to take her place. Applications may
be picked up in the church office.

Lay Volunteer Reminders for December 29 & 30
Readers: 5:00 — Betty Wells; 8:15 — Donna Gaul; 9:45 — Dennis Engel;

11:15 — Kathy Chatelaine.

Nursery: 8:15 — Bill & Mary Cronin; 9:45 — Jesse & Stacy Hemann,
Sharon Johnson; 11:15 — Nissa Dahle, Renae Dulac.

Greeters: 8:15 — Jim & Judy Harlicker, Carol Hornstein; 9:45 — Al & Maren
Delaitsch, Dena Doss; 11:15 Ann Schmitt, Gabriel & Kim Zila Schroeder.

Prayer Team: 5:00 — Joyce Golberg; 8:15 — Julie Ladwig;
9:45 — Monte Mitchell; 11:15 — Eileen Sampson.

Communion: 5:00 — Joyce Golberg, Marilyn Nelson, Bud Baldus.

Trinity’s Attendance & Worship Numbers

Date & Time Attendance
December 16 YTD Offering 2007
5:00 PM 127 $1,262,430
8:15 AM 228
9:45 AM 294 YTD Budget 2007
11:15 AM 244 $1,276,592
TOTAL 863

Number of households contributing through
“Simply Giving” at the beginning of “What you Give Away”
Was- 175 Now - 229

Reminder to Commission and Group Chairs---
2007 Annual Reports Are Due Wednesday, January 2, 2008!

2008 Offering Envelopes — are available in the narthex today, please stop and
pick them up — it helps to eliminate a lot of postage. Thanks!

Daily Texts 2008 Available Now!

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies

never come to an end; they are new every morning; great

is your faithfulness. Lamentations 3:22-23. The Daily Texts

is the world® most widely used devotional guide. Every

day when we listen to our Lord speak to us through the

Daily Texts, we are renewed in God® steadfast love.

These verses bathe us in God® mercies which are new

every morning and help us come alive to the power of

Christ at work in us every day! Get your own personal copy

today! In just one book you get - an entire year of prayers, scripture readings,
suggested additional reading schedules to lead you through the entire Bible in
one or two years, suggested prayer methods, weekly hymns, and The Small
Catechism! Cost is $7.00. They are available in the narthex on the weekends
and in the church office weekdays.

Wednesday night High School LIVE: LIVE worship and High School
small groups do not meet this week because of the holiday break. See you
on January 2.

Bingo at Infinia: This Friday; December 28 at 2 PM. Come play bingo for
1 hour with these amazing residents. Please be dropped off and picked up
at Infinia.

Youth-Led Worship Services: High School youth are privileged to lead all
the worship services on January 5 & 6. Please come & support each other!

Wednesday night Jr. High LIVE: LIVE does not meet on December 26"
due to the holiday break.

December 30 - Jr. High Leadership Team meeting will be in the
Fellowship Hall. We will start at 3:30 PM, do some training and team
building, have something to snack on, and wrap things up at 5:00 PM. This
is open to all 7" & 8" graders who want to better themselves and grow in
their faith. Please contact Mike Odegaard if you are planning to come.

There will be no Sunday School — on Sunday, December 30. We hope
everyone has a blessed holiday!

Our RE Classes — will not be meeting on Tuesday, December 25 and
Tuesday January 1. Classes will begin again on Tuesday, January 8.
Trinity’'s Sunday School — will be taking special offerings for food baskets
during the Christmas holidays. You may make donations to the “Sunday
School Food Basket Fund”. We will buy food items for a few families in
Owatonna who will be without or low on food over the holidays. If you have
names of families in need, please contact Sheri at 451-4520.

Mentors and students, — Be watching for our next activity January 6. We
will be bowling at South Park Bowling Lanes! $9 will cover 2 games, shoe
rental & pizza. A couple of dates to add to your calendar would be
February 10, Bible Trivia at Custom Coffee & March 9, Service Projects
with Steele County Organizations. Remember the Student/Mentor program
is for all 7", 8™ & 9" grade students & their mentor. If you have any
questions call Jennifer Schlobohm at 334-2447 or Sheri Berg at 451-4520.

Your Dollars At Work...
This month, Trinity's Outreach Commission distributed funds to:

Organization Dollar Amount

Angel Tree $2750
Family to Family $1000
Meals of Hope $2000
EPES $1500
Safe Harbour $500

Food Shelf $2500
Crisis Resource $1000
Sharing & Caring Hands $1000
LSS $1000




